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Mr. Peter Wollaert

UNITAR Fellow

Managing Director CIFAL Flanders

WELCOME

www.cifal-flanders.org | www.unitar.org

http://www.cifal-flanders.org/
http://www.unitar.org/
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BELGIUM IN EUROPE | FLANDERS REGION IN BELGIUM
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WEBINAR IN COLLABORATION WITH

www.unitar.org

www.sdsnbelgium.be | www.unsdsn.org https://www.fdfa.be/en

http://www.unitar.org/
http://www.sdsnbelgium.be/
https://www.unsdsn.org/
https://www.fdfa.be/en
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CIFAL FLANDERS PARTNERS

https://cifal-flanders.org/cifal-flanders/partners/

https://cifal-flanders.org/cifal-flanders/partners/
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CIFAL FLANDERS: SDG EXPERTISE & TRAINING CENTRE 
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BUILDING LOCAL CAPACITY FOR AGENDA 2030

Governments & Local

Authorities
Business Academia NGO & 

Civil Society
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PART OF THE UNITAR ‘CIFAL GLOBAL NETWERK’
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PROGRAMME

14:10 Introduction to the UN Agenda 2030 for Sustainable Development

Mr. Peter Wollaert, UNITAR Fellow & Managing Director CIFAL Flanders

14:25 European Recovery

Mr. Xavier Vanden Bosch, European Semester Officer, European Commission

14:40 Flanders' recovery plans

Ms. Julie Bynens, Secretary General, Department Chancellery and Foreign Affairs

15:00 Panel discussion

Phoebe Koundouri, Co-Chair SDSN Europe

Wouter Nachtergaele, Head of division, International Cooperation, Flemish Administration

Sylvie Van den Eynde, Chief HR & Corporate Affairs Office, Brussels Airport Company

15:35 Keynote

Ms. Veerle Vandeweerd, Former Director UNEP and UNDP in New York

15:45 Closing remarks 

Q&A
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Introduction UN Agenda 2030

Peter Wollaert 

UNITAR Fellow

Managing Director CIFAL Flanders
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Sustainable development is 
development that meets the 
needs of the present without 
compromising the ability of 
future generations to meet 

their own needs.

Gro Harlem Brundtland

1987: GRO HARLEM BRUNDTLAND: SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT
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1997: JOHN ELKINGTON (UK): TRIPLE BOTTOM LINE 

https://hbr.org/2018/06/25-years-ago-i-coined-the-phrase-triple-bottom-line-heres-why-im-giving-up-on-it

https://hbr.org/2018/06/25-years-ago-i-coined-the-phrase-triple-bottom-line-heres-why-im-giving-up-on-it
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Sustainable 

Development

1987
Gro Harlem 

Brundtland

Triple Bottom 

Line (3 Ps)

1997
John Elkington

Sustainable 

Development 

Goals (SDGs)

2015
Ban Ki Moon 

FROM SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT TO 17 SDGs
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2000-2015: MILLENNIUM DEVELOPMENT GOALS
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AGENDA 2030: ‘TRANSFORMING OUR WORLD’

Agenda 2030 (NL)

https://unric.org/nl/wp-content/uploads/sites/8/2019/10/resolutie-goedgekeurd-door-de-algemene-vergadering-op-25-september-2015.pdf


5AGENDA 2030: 17 SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOALS 

OR 17 GLOBAL GOALS 

AGENDA 2030: 17 SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOALS 
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AGENDA 2030: FROM 3 TO 5 DIMENSIONS
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PEOPLE: SOCIAL SUSTAINABILITY

PEOPLE
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PLANET: ECOLOGICAL SUSTAINABILITY

PLANET
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PROSPERITY: ECONOMIC SUSTAINABILITY

PROSPERITY



5

PEACE & PARTNERSHIP: ETHICAL PRINCIPLES AND MEANS
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PEACE = SDG 16: PEACE, JUSTICE & STRONG INSTITUTIONS

PEACE JUSTICE
STRONG 

INSTITUTIONS

How to address 

conflict and 

aggression?

How to make 

controversial

topics open for 

discussion? 

Are you focusing 

on a just

transition?

How do ethical 

principles inspire 

your own code of 

conduct?

What about a 

good governance 

policy ?

Do you prioritize 

transparency and 

accountability? 
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PARTNERSHIP = SDG 17: PARTNERSHIPS & MEANS FOR THE GOALS

LOCAL PARTNERS
MEANS OF 

IMPLEMENTATION

INTERNATIONAL 

SOLIDARITY

Do you have local 

or national 

partnerships 

supporting your 

organisation?

Which means

does your 

organisation

utilize to achieve 

its goals?
Finance, technology, 

capacity building, trade 

(procurement) and 

systemic issues

Does your 

organisation

spend 0.7% of its 

turnover to 

international

collaboration? 
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FROM OUTPUT-INDICATORS TO IMPACT: IS IT POSTIVE OR NEGATIVE? 
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AGENDA 2030: 3 LAYERS

MEANS OF IMPLEMENTATION

MEASURABLE TARGETS

VALUES AND ETHICAL PRINCIPLES
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AGENDA 2030 & 17 SDGs: INTEGRATED, INDIVISIBLE AND UNIVERSAL
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SDGs: OPERATIONAL HUMAN RIGHTS AGENDA

Human Rights & SDGs

“156 of the 169 targets are linked with the human rights” 

http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/MDG/Pages/The2030Agenda.aspx
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THE ‘SDG WEDDING CAKE’
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AGENDA 2030: 5 DIMENSIONS TO INSPIRE SDG PROOF POLICY-MAKING 

PLANET  

How environmentally friendly is your policy-making?

Reducing potentially negative environmental impact

= ecological sustainability

PEOPLE

How social is your policy-making? 

Enforcing potentially positive social impact

= social sustainability

PROSPERITY

Does the investments enhance welfare? 

Enforcing investment and job creation

= economic-financial sustainability

PEACE

(1) How does your policy-making deal with conflict, controversy, 

complaints and safety issues? 

(2) How does it ensure the principles of justice, does it work on values and 

integrity and business ethics

(3) and on good governance?

PARTNERSHIP

(1) Does your policy-making enhance interdisciplinary, intercultural, 

interreligious, multi-stakeholder partnerships?

(2) Does your policy-making has sufficient financial resources, ICT, learning 

opportunities, procurement procedures and put in place management 

systems to implement the SDGs?

(3) Is there specific attention to international solidarity and collaboration?
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UN SDSN: 6 TRANSFORMATIONS TO ACHIEVE THE SDGs

https://www.unsdsn.org/news/2019/08/26/six-transformations-to-achieve-the-sustainable-development-goals-provide-cross-

cutting-framework-for-action

https://www.unsdsn.org/news/2019/08/26/six-transformations-to-achieve-the-sustainable-development-goals-provide-cross-cutting-framework-for-action
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AGENDA 2030+: MOVING TOWARDS STRONG SUSTAINABILITY

5 Ps: FROM ‘WEAK’ TO ‘STRONG’ SUSTAINABILITY
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THE ‘SDG WEDDING CAKE’ AGENDA 2030+
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REPORT ‘HOW TO ACHIEVE THE SDGs WITHIN PLANETARY BOUNDARIES’ (2018)

Transformation is feasible: 

How to achieve the

Sustainable Development 

Goals within Planetary

Boundaries (EN, 2018)

https://www.stockholmresilience.org/publications/publications/2018-10-17-transformation-is-feasible---how-to-achieve-the-sustainable--development-goals-within-planetary-boundaries.html
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KATE RAWORTH: DOUGHNUT ECONOMICS (2018)

https://www.kateraworth.com/

https://www.kateraworth.com/
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RETHINKING THE BOX



The European recovery and SDGs 
The case of Belgium and Flanders

Recovery and Resilience Facility

CIFAL Flanders and SDSN Belgium

01 October 2021
Xavier VANDEN BOSCH

European Semester Officer, European Commission1



The Commission’s “whole of government approach” to SDGs

18.11.2020: Commission Staff working document “Delivering on the UN’s Sustainable Development Goals – A comprehensive approach”

2



• Annual integrated cycle for coordination of Member States’

 Economic policies (incl. surveillance of fiscal policies & macro-economic imbalances)

 Employment policies

 Social policies

• Well established, dynamic & agile instrument

 European Pillar of Social Rights

 Strengthened link with cohesion policy

 2020 cycle: Integration of Sustainable Development Goals

 2021 cycle: Refocus & enhanced role in response to COVID-19 crisis

 2022 cycle: Gradual return to ‘new’ normal, incl. further integration of SDGs
3

The European Semester = EU’s economic governance framework
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The European semester takes the form of a continuous dialogue

• Sets out policy priorities (Annual

Sustainable Growth Strategy)

• Analyses & monitors economic & social 

developments and assesses progress

• Adresses country-specific 

recommendations

• Submits policy plans (National 

Reform Programme)

• Submits fiscal plans as euro-area

member (Stability Programme and

draft budgetary plan)
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Matching of SDGs with competitive sustainability guiding principles

Competitive sustainability is at the heart of the EU social market 
economy…

 Building an 

economy that 

works for people & 

the planet

 Help EU & Member 

States achieve UN 

Sustainable 

Development 

Goals

 On track for climate

neutrality in 2050
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WHAT is Next Generation EU?



Grants
up toEUR312.5 bn

Loans
up toEUR360 bn

27
Plans

min.37% Green

min. 20% Digital

each measure:

do-no-significant

-harm principle

Recovery and ResilienceFacility
up toEUR672.5 bn

Reforms and  

Investments
• Lasting impact

• Contribution to  

addressing 

country-specific 

recommendations

• Contribution to 6  

RRF pillars

7
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The Facility has six policy pillars

Six SDG Transformations*

1. Education, gender & inequality

2. Health, well-being & demography

3. Energy decarbonisation & sustainable industry

4. Sustainable food, land, water & oceans

5. Sustainable cities & communities

6. Digital revolution for sustainable development

*Sachs J D, Schmidt-Traub G, Mazzucato M, Messner D, 

Nakicenovic N, Rockström J (2019). Six Transformations to 

achieve the Sustainable Development Goals. Nature Sustainability

https://www.nature.com/articles/s41893-019-0352-9
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How does the Recovery and Resilience Facility work?



Country-specific challenges in 2019-2020 Country-Specific
Recommendations – example of Belgium

Public finances

Spending reviews

Fiscal policy

coordination

Sustainability of  
pension system

Employment and 
training

Disincentives to  
work

Skills

development

Effectiveness of
active labour 

market policies

Performance and  
inclusiveness of 
education and 

training

Green and 
digital transition

Energy transition  
& circular 
economy

Sustainable

mobility

Digital 
infrastructure

Research &

innovation

Business 
environment

Regulatory and  
administrative 

burden

Competition in

services

10

SDSN, IEEP, Europe Sustainable Development Report 2020, Belgium



Belgium Recovery and Resilience Plan - structure

Sustainable Digital Mobile Inclusive Productive

Buildings 

renovation

Emerging 

energy 

technologies

Climate and 

environment

Cybersecurity

Public 

Administration

Optic fibre, 5G 

and new 

technologies

Cycling and 

walking 

infrastructure

Modal shift

Greening road 

transport

Education 2.0

Social 

infrastructure

Training and 

labour market

Supporting  

economic 

activity

Circular

Economy

Public 

Finances

Spending

Reviews

End of career

and pensions

Training and 

employment of 

vulnerable 

groups



 SDGs are embedded in the 

European Semester of economic 

governance

 The Recovery and Resilience 

Facility is solidarity in action. It 

offers a historic opportunity for the 

EU and Member States to kickstart 

economic repair and recovery in a 

sustainable way, accelerating the 

2030 UN Agenda delivery in this 

way

 National ownership will be key to 

ensure the Facility is a lasting 

success

Key messages

© Reflect December 2020 - VBO-FEB

12



• European Semester Officers in Belgium:

• veerle.nuyts@ec.europa.eu

• xavier.vanden-bosch@ec.europa.eu

• Follow the Representation of the European 

Commission in Belgium on social media and 

attend our events: #EU4BE

• European Semester:

• 2019 Country specific recommendations for Belgium: https://eur-

lex.europa.eu/legal-

content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:52019DC0501&from=EN

• 2020 Country specific recommandations for Belgium: https://eur-

lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:32020H0826(01)

• Annual Sustainable Growth Strategy 2021: 

https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/IP_20_1658

• EU Recovery Plan:

• EU Recovery Plan: https://ec.europa.eu/info/strategy/recovery-plan-

europe_en

• Recovery and Resilience Facility: https://ec.europa.eu/info/business-

economy-euro/recovery-coronavirus/recovery-and-resilience-facility_en

• Recover Taskforce: https://ec.europa.eu/info/departments/recovery-and-

resilience-task-force_en#Documents13

Further information

mailto:veerle.nuyts@ec.europa.eu
mailto:xavier.vandenbosch@ec.europa.eu
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX%3A52019DC0501&from=EN
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A32020H0826(01)
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A32020H0826(01)
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/IP_20_1658
https://ec.europa.eu/info/strategy/recovery-plan-europe_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/business-economy-euro/recovery-coronavirus/recovery-and-resilience-facility_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/departments/recovery-and-resilience-task-force_en#Documents


Thank you
Follow us @EU4BE

© European Union 2020

Unless otherwise noted the reuse of this presentation is authorised under the CC BY 4.0 license. For any use or reproduction of elements that 
are no1t4owned by the EU, permission may need to be sought directly from the respective right holders.

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
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Flemish policy
Ms. Julie Bynens

Secretary General, Department Chancellery and Foreign Affairs

https://www.vlaanderen.be/publicaties/relanceplan-vlaamse-veerkracht-

monitoringsrapport

https://www.vlaanderen.be/publicaties/relanceplan-vlaamse-veerkracht-monitoringsrapport
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Panel discussion: 

Best practices in Flanders

Phoebe Koundouri, co-chair SDSN Europe 

Wouter Nachtergaele, Head of division, International Cooperation, Flemish Administration

Sylvie Van den Eynde, Chief HR & Corporate Affairs Office, Brussels Airport Company
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Keynote
Veerle Vandeweerd

Former Director Environment & Energy UNDP

Co-founder Covidea and P4TT
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Q&A
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REGIONS 4 SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT – NOVEMBER 8, 2021

https://www.regions4.org/events/regions4-high-level-event-at-cop26-the-leading-

role-of-regions-in-raising-ambitions-for-adaptation-and-resilience/

https://www.regions4.org/events/regions4-high-level-event-at-cop26-the-leading-role-of-regions-in-raising-ambitions-for-adaptation-and-resilience/
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Evaluation
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EVALUATION

Thank you for attending!

Your opinion and feedback are essential in evaluating and improving our organization:

1. Please go to : www.menti.com

2. Type the code 1613 4693 in the blue bar and click 'Submit' or scan 

this QR code:

3. Complete the evaluation questions 

http://www.menti.com/
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STAY IN TOUCH

nancy.matthys@vlaanderen.be

https://www.vlaanderen.be/dkbuza

info@cifal-flanders.org

www.cifal-flanders.org

inge.willems@uantwerpen.be

www.sdsnbelgium.be


